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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 00803 171133Z 
ACTION XMB-04 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO LAB-04 AID-05 CIAE-00 
COME-OO EB-08 FRB-01 INR-10 NSAE-00 USIA-15 
TRSE-00 OPIC-06 SP-02 OMB-01 /067 W 

065896 172150Z/14 

R 171020Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9580 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 0803 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BPRO, CE 

SUBJECT: FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR MORAGAHAKANDA IRRIGATION PROJECT BY 
ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS, DENVER, COLORADO 

REF: STATE 039765 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS NO OBJECTION TO EXIMBANK GUARANTEEING 
BANK OF AMERICA FINANCING OF THE SUBJECT STUDY. 

2. THE MORAGAHAKANDA PROJECT IS ONE OF TWELVE INDEPENDENT 
BUT INTERRELATED PROJECTS WHICH MAKE UP THE AMBITIOUS 
MAHAWELI IRRIGATION SCHEME. THE MAHAWELI PROGRAM IS 

SRI LANKA'S NUMBER ONE DEVELOPMENT EFFORT. THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SRI LANKA (GSL) HAS DECIDED TO ACCELERATE THE ORIGINAL 
30-YEAR SCHEDULE, AND A DUTCH TEAM FUNDED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE NETHERLANDS IS ABOUT TO UNDERTAKE A STUDY OF HOW 
AN ACCELERATED PROGRAM COULD BE IMPLEMENTED. UNDER THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THE WORLD BANK, VARIOUS MULTILATERAL 
AND BILATERAL DONORS HAVE INDICATED INTEREST IN 
SUPPORTING THE ACCELERATED PROGRAM. 

3. OF THE TWELVE PROJECTS IN THE MAHAWELI SCHEME, 

MORAGAHAKANDA IS ONE OF THE MORE ADVANCED AND RANKS 
SECOND IN TERMS OF PRIORITY AFTER THE VICTORIA PROJECT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 COLOMB 00803 171133Z 

THE GSL HAS ASKED THE WORLD BANK IF THESE TWO PROJECTS 
COULD BE STARTED WITHOUT WAITING FOR THE RESULTS OF THE 
DUTCH IMPLEMENTATION STUDY. 

4. OFFICIALS OF THE MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION, POWER AND 
HIGHWAYS (THERE IS NO DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND 
AGRICULTURE) HAVE HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH ENGINEERING 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

CONSULTANTS INC. (ECI) REGARDING FEASIBILITY STUDIES BUT 
HAVE TOLD THE EMBASSY THAT NO COMMITMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE. 

ECI HAS A GOOD REPUTATION WITHIN THE MINISTRY, HOWEVER, 

AND A PROPOSAL TO CONDUCT A STUDY OF MORAHAHAKANDA, 

PARTICULARLY IF IT INCLUDED FINANCING, WOULD BE WELL 
RECEIVED. 

WRIGGINS 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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